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Protect 75% of the forested land within the minor watershed from 

land conversion or development. 

Measure of Success: 

z 
Forests and well vegetated lands serve 
as a giant natural sponge, filtering and 
retaining storm water. The root system 
and vegetative base of woodlands pro­
tect both grOI.Xldwater and surface water. 

z 

Studies show that when more than 25% 
of the forest within a watershed is 
converted to other land uses, the water 
qualify, begins to decline. Much of the 
decline is due to greater amounts of 
phosphorus entering the water. 

The "Disturbance" of land has an effect 
on its ability to slow down and filter 
storm water runoff. As woodlands are 
developed or converted to crop or 
pasture lands the soil looses its ability to 
retain and filter water. 

z
'I. 

Because of water quali decline at 25% 
land disturbance, the protection goals for 
a watershed are then 75%. If this land 
percentage can be maintained, a certain 
quality of water can usually be reached. 
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